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® Deborah Frank

MANAGING EDITOR

“Are the Thai Spas All
They’re Cracked Up to Be?”
Before her trip to Thailand, many
teased Frank that she would

have a truly tough assignment
researching spas. But, she says,
“with almost ten treatments in one
week, scores of interviews with
spa directors, therapists and their
clientele, it was exhausting—a
Thai massage is practically an
assisted yoga workout!”

@® Han Feng

CONTRIBUTING EDITOR AND DESIGNER

“Shanghai, Mon Amour”
Though she moved from China to
New York City in 1985, Feng still
calls Shanghai home and travels
there regularly. “It has just en-
tered a reinvigorated phase
where people from around the
world mingle, and exciting ideas
are emerging,” says Feng.
“Shanghai is increasingly the
place to be or you risk missing
out on the next big thing.”

@ John Powers

CONTRIBUTING EDITOR,
MOVIE CRITIC FOR VOGUE

“Devouring Singapore” and
“Lights, Camera, Action!”
“Although many Westerners
haven’t yet realized it,” says
Powers, “the most interesting
movies in the world for the last
quarter century have been coming
from Asia, not America or Europe.
Even stranger, the most interesting
movies in Asia are now coming
from South Korea.”

@ Nancy Kim and
Guy Rubin

MANAGING PARTNERS, IMPERIAL TOURS
“Beijing 2011”

Having lived in the city for 14
years, Rubin and Kim say that
“the scale of the changes to
Beijing’s cityscape over the past

few years is unprecedented.
When we arrived, there were two
beltways around Beijing. Now
there are five, and the outermost
one is hundreds of miles long.”

@ Sophy Roberts
EDITOR AT LARGE
“Burma Rising”
and “Bhutan and the
Little Buddha”

“Asia has always been my first
love,” says Roberts, who helped
lead the editing of the many
itineraries and special sections
in this issue. “And there’s still
so much more that’s entirely
untapped, from islands off
Cambodia opening up as luxe
resorts to parts of Burma that
haven’t had anyone there in

50 years. While traveling the
continent isn’t always easy, I think
it’s worth the challenge.”

@ Gregory Lindsay
AUTHOR, CONTRIBUTING WRITER FOR
FAST COMPANY

“Instant Cities”

Lindsay, who wrote Aerotropolis:
The Way We’ll Live Next (Farrar,
Straus and Giroux), is also a
visiting scholar at New York
University’s Rudin Center for
Transportation Policy & Man-
agement. His work with a team of
architects to reimagine the future
of America’s suburbs will be ex-
hibited at New York’s Museum of
Modern Art in February.

® Tom Yarwood

WRITER, CONTRIBUTING EDITOR AT
THE WEEK

“Cruising the Silversea”
“My Asian cruise reminded me

of childhood daydreams,” says
Yarwood. “The best bit was a river
journey down the Huangpu out of
Shanghai. I had sailed the same
route in 1985 when I was nine—so
it proved an awe-inspiring lesson
in the pace and scale of economic
change in China.”
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GUY RUBIN and NANCY KIM
are the powerhouse couple
behind Beijing-based Imperial
Tours, which, in the opinion
of DEPARTURES, is one of the
world’s finest travel outfitters,
specializing in the rare and the
unusual, the powerful and the
out-of-the-ordinary, that turn mere
trips into great experiences. What
follows is their curated guide to the
best of the new Beijing.

Rem Koolhaas's CCTV
headquarters dominates
Beijing's skyline and
serves as a beacon for the
city’s cultural ambitions.
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